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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 07167 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, IR, CU 

SUBJ: IRANIAN PRESS ATTACKS CASTRO 

1 . TEHRAN JOURNAL "FOCUS" COMMENTARY SECTION JULY 30 CARRIED 
LENGTHY PIECE CASTIGATING PRESENT CUBAN LEADERSHIP FOR ITS 
MILITARY INTERFERENCE IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD. CHARACTER- 
IZING CASTRO AS "THE LEADER OF THE 'MINI"-STATE OF CUBA". 

ARTICLE IS REACTION TO CUBAN LEADERS RECENT STATEMENT ACCUSING 
IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA OF EXTRACTING WEALTH FROM LDCS TO THE 
BENEFIT OF WESTERN POWERS AND AGAINST THE PROGRESSIVE WORLD. 

2. ARTICLE REFERS TO "CASTRO WHO HEADS A SMALL BACKWARD STATE" 

AS MAKING CONTRIBUTION TO LDCS DURING PAST YEARS "MAINLY IN 

THE FORM OF MERCENARIES AND GUNS WHICH HAVE FURTHER AGGRAVATED 
THE ECONOMIES OF THOSE COUNTRIES, DUE TO THEIR HEAVY MILITARY 
EXPENDITURES NOT INCLUDING THE LOSS OF LIFE AND AGONY CAUSED 
TO THE NATIONS WHERE CASTRO'S TROOPS ARE OPERATING." "FOCUS" 

THEN CONTRASTS CUBAN "EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES" WITH THOSE 
OF IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA AND ASKS IF CUBA CAN STILL CALL 
ITSELF A MEMBER OF WHAT CASTRO REFERS TO AS THE 
"PROGRESSIVE WORLD". 
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3. COMMENT: ABUSIVE PERSONAL REFERENCES TO FOREIGN 
LEADERS UNUSUAL IN LOCAL MEDIA BUT CASTRO, ALONG WITH 
LIBYA'S QADHAFI, HAS PARTICULARLY IRKED GOI LEADERSHIP. 

BOTH ARE ACCORDED PRESS TREATMENT REFLECTING GOI POLICY. 
DETERIORATING RELATIONS WITH CUBA CAME TO HEAD WITH 
FORMAL BREAK IN APRIL 1976 FOLLOWING CASTRO'S RECEPTION 
OF TUDEH PARTY DELEGATION. THE SHAH BELIEVED SUCH ACTION 
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UNACCEPTABLE INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL IRANIAN AFFAIRS- 
A FOREIGN CHIEF OF STATE MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE ILLEGAL COMMUNIST PARTY OF IRAN. THE GOI HAS TENDED 
TO BE SOMEWHAT MORE TOLERANT OF INTER-PARTY COMMUNIST 
GET TOGETHERS IN CONTRAST TO WHAT IT DEEMS OFFICIAL 
RECOGNITION BY FOREIGN LEADERS. 

NAAS 
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